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Fill in the Blanks

Using the Birth of the Earth and Ancient Seas galleries on the first floor of the Indiana State 
Museum, answer the following questions. 

1. Siltstone is a sedimentary rock formed from very small grains called silt. This stone is formed in 
quiet water environments where there is little ___________________________________________________________________________.

2. A sedimentary rock called _______________________________________________ is formed when limestone is exposed 
to seawater for a very long time.

3. Name the sedimentary rock that contains organic plant materials. ______________________________________________.

Q: Millions of years ago, Indiana was covered by shallow seas. This is why you can find so many 
ancient seas fossils inside Indiana limestone. Explore the Ancient Seas area of the gallery to find 
trilobite and crinoid fossils. Then, write a fact you learned, and make a sketch of the fossils below. 

Trilobite:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Crinoid:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Gallery
Activity
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Geologists study rocks (and mineralogists study minerals) by grouping them according to 
shared characteristics. This process is called classification. Students will learn about rock and 
mineral classification during the workshop. The following activity will help students learn about 
classification and practice being a geologist. 

Activity: 
Have students gather rocks from the playground, around the school or their backyards and bring 
them to class. Working in small groups, have students make observations about their rocks, paying 
attention to color, texture, size, shape, etc. Be sure to have students record their observations just 
like a scientist would. Students can then classify the rocks by putting them into groups with shared 
characteristics. 

To take this activity a step further, have the class come back together and share observations 
about their rocks. Then classify all of the rocks as a large group. 

ROCKS AND 
MINERALS

Pre Visit
Activity
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Activity: 
Using this experience as a guide, have students try to determine what rocks and minerals are 
present in their classrooms or in the school building. Alternatively, have students look around their 
homes for examples of rocks and minerals “hidden” in plain sight. Examples of rocks and minerals 
students might find are listed below. 

ROCKS AND MINERALSPost Visit
Activity

Eyeliner Petroleum

Aspirin Coal

Chewing Gum Limestone

Plastic Shower Curtain Petroleum

Highway/ Asphalt Crushed Stone

Packing Peanuts Petroleum

Chalk Limestone

Cake Mix Gypsum

Shampoo Coal

Pressed Powder Makeup Clay

China Dishes Clay

Plaster Cast Gypsum

Carpet Limestone
Linoleum Clay

Shiny/ Glossy Paper Limestone, Clay
Toothpaste Limestone
Kitty Litter Pumice
Concrete Limestone, Gypsum, Clay

Pencil Graphite
Porcelain Knick-Knacks Clay, Limestone, Gypsum

Terra Cotta Pots Clay
Countertops Granite, Marble, Quartz

Foot Scrubber Pumice
Vaseline Petroleum

Oil (car oil, WD-40, etc) Petroleum
Drywall Gypsum

Windows/ Glass Quartz (from sand)

Rocks and Minerals in Everyday Life 
Clay – Gypsum – Petroleum – Limestone – Coal – Crushed Stone

Rocks and Minerals Examples

During their museum visit, students learned that a surprising amount of 
everyday objects contain rocks and minerals.  
(A reminder list is provided below.!) 




